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Principal’s Message 
 
It is that time of year when we begin the process of planning for next year. Throughout 
our Board, the staffing process for 2018-2019 has begun.  Information about staffing will 
be shared in the fall as things are subject to change from now until September.   
 
I am very pleased and excited to announce that I will be continuing in my role as 
Principal at Cambridge Street Community PS next year.  I look forward to continuing 
working with the students, parents, staff, and the many community partners at 
Cambridge. 
 
Education Week is officially May 7 to 11.  Many homeroom classes have special 
activities planned that week.   
 
The School Climate Survey for Parents is open for participation from April 23 to May 11.  
We are seeking your input regarding school climate.  More information about the survey 
is included in this newsletter. 
 
Hope you find our monthly newsletters informative.  They can also be found on our 

school website at:  https://cambridgeps.ocdsb.ca 

 

 

Louise Labonté 

Principal at Cambridge Street Community PS 

 
 

https://cambridgeps.ocdsb.ca/


Operation Life Saver – Ready for Rail 
On Monday, April 9, Mr. Luigino Paolino, a volunteer presenter with the OC Transpo 
Transit Services, Special Constable Unit, made two presentations (JK-Grade 2 and 
Grades 3-6) at our school about rail safety.   
 

  
   
Mr. Paolino showed pictures and provided explanations on how to keep safe around 
railway property and trains.  Each student received information and pamphlets to bring 
home to encourage conversations with families about rail safety.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Is Your Child Ready For Kindergarten? 
 
Starting Kindergarten is an exciting 
adventure for the whole family.  Register 
now for school year 2018/2019. 
 
 

 
 



Earth Day Activities 
In the afternoon of Monday, April 23, the whole school gathered in 
multi-age groupings to participate in two of several activities:  making 
recycled paper, oil spill clean-up, literacy and art centre, preparing 
outside beds for planting, cleaning of the school yard, and tree 
identification. 
  
Students and staff wrote pledges to the Earth on how to take care of it which is 
displayed on a large banner in the gym. Students in the grade 5/6 class wrote earth day 
poems which are displayed in the gym as well. 
 
The day ended with an assembly with students singing earth day songs, a slide 
presentation of the day’s events and a summary of what students learned that day (i.e., 
It is hard to remove the oil from the stuffed animals.  There are a lot of worms in our 
planting boxes.). 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
A BIG thank you to Ms. Wood and Ms.Hoekstra for organizing this day for us and to all 
the staff members who helped to make this event possible. 
 
 
 
 



Kindergarten News 

 
Earth Day inspired our students to explore ways they can help take care of the Earth.  
Each week, we have focused on a different theme:  Recycling plastic, recycling paper, 
recycling metal, and composting.  
 

 
 

 

We have been making small changes to 
help be kind to the Earth in our classroom 
too. For example, we are turning off the 
lights every time we leave the room, we 
are re-using paper from the recycling box 
to make art, and we are turning over our 
papers and using the other side.  

The children are excited to learn outdoors 
about insects, animals and plants that are 
in our playground.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
We also have caterpillars in our classroom 
which we are observing as they transform 
into butterflies!  
 

We have vermi-composting worms in our 
classroom to help us learn how they help 
to make soil out of our leftover foods and 
fruit peels.  

 
 
 



SchoolMessenger- Communicate 
The OCDSB officially migrated from SchoolConnects to SchoolMessenger-
Communicate. 
  

Unsubscribe Function – Parents can choose which types of email they wish to 
receive, such as school news, emergency messages, attendance messages, district 
news or newsletters and commercial messages.  Parents can unsubscribe from all 
email messages, but not from phone messages. Those parents who had previously 
chosen to unsubscribe from OCDSB communication options in the past, will need to 
confirm their subscription choices in SchoolMessenger-Communicate. This can be done 
by clicking on the Unsubscribe link at the end of the email. We discourage 
unsubscribing from emergency email messages and will communicate this information. 
  
 

 

 

 

School Climate Survey for Parents 
 

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (OCDSB) values 
parental engagement. When parents share their ideas and offer 
constructive feedback, the school system is improved and 
students succeed.  

We are seeking your input regarding school climate. By completing our School Climate 
Survey for parents/guardians, your feedback will assist us in developing strategies to 
prevent bullying and to promote safe and inclusive schools for all students. 
 

The “OurSCHOOL” survey developed by The Learning Bar will be used across the 
OCDSB. It is anonymous, voluntary, confidential, and will take approximately 20 
minutes to complete. The parent survey will be open for participation from April 23 to 
May 11, 2018. 
 

Please follow the instructions below to complete the school climate survey for 
parents/guardians:   
 

Use the unique school login: http://www.ourschool.net/camb18 
 

If you have more than one child at the school, please feel free to complete the survey 
for each child. 
 

We appreciate your time and value your opinion. The survey data will be used to 
support school planning to create positive and accepting school environments for you 
and your child. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.ourschool.net/camb18


Summer School 2018 – Grade 6, 7 & 8 Registration Information 
Continuing Education will be offering summer school program for students in grades 
6,7,8 from Wednesday, July 4th to Thursday, July 26th, 2018.  Classes run from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:35 p.m. each day. 
 
Students who complete Grade 6 as of June 2018 are now eligible to register for summer 
program.  Student who completed grade 5 are not eligible to register as they are not 
part of the funding. 
 
It is important to mention that filling the registration form does not guarantee a class will 
run, all classes must have a sufficient number of students before Continuing Education 
can confirm that classes will run. 
 
Registration Dates:  Monday, April 23rd to Thursday, June 28th, 2018.   
 
OCDSB students must register through their day school via a Google Form.  Please 
contact Louise Labonté, Principal at Cambridge, to register. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Leaving Early Before the End of June 
Please remember to let the office know if you are leaving early 
to go on vacation before the end of June.   

 
 
Patterned Butterflies and Math 
The students in Ms. Matys’ class have been looking at and finding patterns around the 
room and have noticed patterns on things around them (e.g., leaves, animals).  While 
learning about reflections, rotations, slides and symmetry in math, students created 
beautiful patterned butterflies which are displayed near their classroom. 
 

 
 

  

 



Learning Fractions 
 
One Half Equals One Half – Or Does It?  
 

 
 
A fraction shows the relationship between a part and the whole. When comparing two 
fractions, your child will learn to consider what the size of the “whole” is.  
 
Children come to know that one half of a small amount (such as a short rope) may be 
much smaller than one third of a large amount (such as a longer rope).  
 
• With your child, gather several similarly shaped objects, such as a piece of paper, a 
towel, a placemat, a picture frame, a mirror, a magazine and a book.  
 
• Ask your child to show you one half of each object, perhaps by using a string to mark 
the halfway point. This is also an opportunity for your child to see that fractional portions 
must be of equal size.  
 
• Compare one half of a towel with one quarter of a blanket. Ask, “Is one half always 
larger than one quarter?” Use other materials to extend the conversation to a variety of 
situations, such as portions on different-sized plates or space in different-sized rooms. 
 
 
Education Week - May 7-11 
Here are the activities planned thus far. 
 

Mon., May 7 Tues., May 8 Wed., May 9 Thurs., May 10 Fri., May 11 

  

Grades 3 & 4 to Bill 
Mason Centre 
(8:45-12:30) 

 

Gee-Gees Sport 
Camps  
(various classes) 

    

JK/SK invite parents 
11:30 a.m. and 2:45 
p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 



Cambridge School Council 
1st Annual Shoe Drive (fundraising event) 

 

 
 

Cambridge Street PS Parent Council members are hosting their 1st Annual Shoe Drive 
from April 10 – May 25. 

The donated shoes are going to be sold at the Great Glebe Garage Sale on Saturday, 
May 26th, 2018 in the school yard of First Avenue PS. The Parent Council members of 
Cambridge Street PS are hoping to generate some additional income to spend on 
school yard improvements, field trips and educational projects for the students. 
 

This project came alive in partnership with the First Avenue PS Parent Council. Due to 
its’ geographical location, Cambridge Street PS has difficulty generating income and 
resources. 
 

First Avenue PS Parent Council decided to adopt Cambridge Street PS and give us the 

opportunity to be a part of the Great Glebe Garage Sale in an effort to increase our 
fundraising possibilities.  
 

We are very excited about this opportunity and are asking for gently used shoe 
donations of any kind and size (no winter boots please). 
 

You can drop of shoes at: 
Cambridge Street Public School 
250 Cambridge Street, Ottawa, ON 

K1R 7B2 
 

For more information please contact Cambridge Street PS Parent Council at 
cambridgeschoolcouncil@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cambridgeschoolcouncil@gmail.com


Balanced School Day 
In our December 2017 Newsletter, I had shared some information with you regarding 
the Balanced School Day.  Almost all of the elementary schools in our Board are 
following a balanced day schedule.  After careful consideration, Cambridge will 
implement a balanced day schedule starting September 2018.  Below is some 
additional information. 
 
-Our start and end times will remain exactly the same. The only change will be a 
reorganizing of eating and recess time. 
 
-There are two nutrition breaks in the balanced day schedule for grades 1-6 students. 
-Each of the two breaks would be 45 minutes in length; 20 minutes for eating, 25 
minutes for recess. 
 
-We will follow a 120-120-60 balanced day model.  We will start with a 120 minute block 
of instructional time followed by a 45 minute break then another 120 block of 
instructional time followed by a second break of 45 minutes then a 60 minute block of 
instructional time. 
 
120-120-60 

8:55-10:55 Instructional Time (120 min.) 

10:55-11:40 Nutrition/Activity Break 
(20 min. for eating and 25 min. for recess) 

11:40-1:40 Instructional Time (120 minutes) 

1:40-2:25 Nutrition/Activity Break 
(20 min. for eating and 25 min. for recess) 

2:25-3:25 Instructional Time (60 min.) 

 
-Currently our students have sports practices of about 35 minutes at lunchtime.  With 
the balanced day schedule, if students have a practice, they will have about 10 minutes 
to eat and 35 minutes to practice, with an additional 45 break either earlier or later in the 
day. 
 
-The balanced day model doubles our practice opportunities. 
 
At the November 2017 School Council meeting, I had provided information about a 
balanced day.  If you have further questions about the balanced day model, please do 
not hesitate to contact Louise Labonté, Principal at Cambridge. 
 
 
 
 
: 



Cambridge Staff Member Presents at the PD Day – Friday, April 27 
Ms. Ruth Stewart-Verger, teacher at Cambridge Street Community PS, was a presenter 
at a workshop for teachers at the Professional Development Day on Friday, April 27.   
 
Ms. Ruth Stewart-Verger presented various tools teachers can use in the classroom 
that allows the English Language Learner to build vocabulary and participate in the 
regular science, social studies, math and literacy programs.  She also presented 
alternative methods of assessment that enable ELLs to demonstrate their knowledge 
with less emphasis on language.  
 

  
  
 
 

Grade 3 and 6 Students – EQAO on May 29, 30 and 31 
On May 29, 30 and 31, students in grades 3 and 6 will be participating in the Education 
Quality and Accountability Office’s (EQAO’s) Assessment of Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics Primary/Junior Division.  

In six one-hour sessions, students will complete a variety of assessment activities 
designed to allow them to demonstrate their skills and knowledge relating to reading, 
writing and mathematics as described in The Ontario Curriculum. The assessment is 
administered province-wide and is developed by Ontario teachers and assessment 
experts to reflect curriculum expectations. 

EQAO has developed a “Parent’s Guide to EQAO Tests” and “Questions and Answers 
for Parents” (available in 20 languages) to give you more information about the 
assessments and an understanding of what to expect. To access these resources, go to 
the EQAO Web site (www.eqao.com), click “Parent Resources” and then select 
“Primary Division (Grades 1–3) and Junior Division (Grades 4–6).” 

If you have any questions, please call Louise Labonté, Principal at Cambridge, or your 
child’s grade 3 or 6 teacher. 

http://www.eqao.com/


Green Team 
The Green Team has been taking action. They continue to collect 
the recycling on a weekly basis. Students have made 
presentations to all of the classes which focus on how to recycle 
successfully. Challenges are being set by the Green Team 
members and the classroom that has the most success wins a 
visit from Theodore the Turtle. Theodore spends the week in the  

 

winning classroom.  
 
Congratulations to Ms. Dragan's class who are the most recent winners for keeping their 
lights and electronics off when not in use! The Green Team has also been giving Green 
Tips on the morning announcements. Some members took part in leadership roles 
during our Earth Day celebrations. Keep up the good work everyone! 
 
 
 

Identify the Signs:  Language Disorders in Children 
 
Signs of a Language Disorder 
 
-Does not smile or interact with others (birth and older) 
-does not babble (4-7 months) 
-Makes only a few sounds or gestures, like pointing (7-12 months) 
-Does not understand what others say (7months – 2 years) 
-Says only a few words (12-18 months) 
-Words are not easily understood (18 months – 2 years) 
-Does not put words together to make sentences (1.5 - 3 years) 
-Has trouble playing and talking with other children (2 – 3 years) 
-Has trouble with early reading and writing skills (2.5 – 3 years) 
 
What Parents Can Do 
 
-Listen and respond to your child 
-Talk, read, and play with your child 
-Talk with your child in the language you are most comfortable using 
-Know it is good to teach your child to speak a second language 
-Talk about what you are doing and what your child is doing 
-Use a lot of different words with your child 
-Use longer sentences as your child gets older 
-Have your child play with other children 
 
The earlier you seek help for a communication disorder, the better.  Learn more at 
http://IdentifytheSigns.org. 
 
 
 

http://identifythesigns.org/


 

 
 

 

 

Basketball News 

 

On May 2nd our Phoenix girls traveled to Glebe Collegiate to compete in the Regional 
tournament. They played against schools from Connaught, Devonshire, First Avenue, 
Elgin and Centennial. The format was three on three game situations. Our girls played 
on 2 separate teams in 2 different pools. After many weeks of committed practice, our 
girls were ready to take the floor with confidence and skill. Both teams went through the 
preliminary round undefeated, dominating their opponents by a total score of 110 -12! 
Amazing success! In the next round, teams were tired according to their results in the 
first games. Our teams were both grouped in the top tier and continued their excellent 
play. Our teams even ended up playing each other which was one of the most exciting 
games of the day! We placed first and second after a very intense day of ten games for 
each team. It was a super day for Cambridge basketball! Teams members Ava, Jadyn, 
RosLilly and Isabelle ( Cambridge 2) and Tina, Hope, Christina and Jennifer played with 
skill, sportsmanship and pride and as always were excellent representatives of 
Cambridge. Congratulations to all! 
 
May 3rd was the boys’ tournament at Gloucester High School. A big thank you goes 
out to our volunteers who drove the boys to and from the event- without you we could 
not participate! The boys’ format was 4 on 4 full court basketball. They played in tier one 
against Elmdale, Dunlop, Hopewell, Hilson, and Mutchmor. Our boys began the 
tournament against a quick and talented Hilson team. They traded baskets and learned 
about defensive play and had many opportunities to score. Learning continued through 
the pool play and we ended up in second place to play Mutchmor in the semi final 
game. The boys brought their best effort passing and shooting accurately and playing 
good solid, defense. We were rewarded with an excellent game and came within one 
basket of moving on to the final! It was an intense day filled with lots of action and 
excitement. Congratulations to our team members Rodney, Ricky, Ali Youn, Baw Reh, 
David, John, Kaisius, Ismaila, Terence and Sammy! 
 
Intramural basketball continues this week. We have 5 teams meeting in the 
gym to play each Friday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Scientists in the Schools  

 

On May 1st, scientists invaded the upstairs hallways of Cambridge St PS. We 

hosted a day of hands on experience involving all students from Grade 3 
through 6. Students gathered in classrooms according to their grade level and 
participated in excellent workshops. Grade 3 students learned about many 

forces and how forces act in the workshop “Force, Of Course”. Grade 4 
students were involved in the world of sound in their workshop, “Sound - 

Music to My Ears”. The grade five students measured and designed a structure 
to withstand a force in “Math Builders- from the Ground Up”. Electricity was 
the theme in the grade 6 workshop “Electricity- Get Charged”. Students were 

involved and engaged in the variety of activities planned by our visiting 
scientists and had many interesting and insightful things to report from their 
learning. It was a very valuable day for all! 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  



Whole School attends National Arts Gallery 
On Friday, May 4, the whole school went to the theatre at the National Arts Gallery to 
see a performance by the Ottawa School of Dance.  We were captivated by their 
various dance moves.  We had the opportunity to hear a few musicians as well.  The 
dancers and musicians have been practicing since September for this show. 
 
The School of Dance is a not for profit organization.  They offered us free admission.  
We are very appreciative of their generous support to our school. 
 
A BIG thank you to Ms. Dunbar for organizing this school trip for us! 
 

  
       

Waiting for the show to begin! At the entrance of the National Arts 
Gallery.  We are returning to Cambridge. 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ways to reach us: 
 

Our school office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday to Friday). 

School phone number:  613-239-2216 

Visit our website at:  https://cambridgeps.ocdsb.ca 

Twitter: @CambridgeOttawa 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Next School Council Meeting 

Tuesday, May 22, 2018  (New Date) 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Free child care provided! 

Come and join us! 
 

 

https://cambridgeps.ocdsb.ca/


Important Dates: 

April 10 - May 25:  Cambridge School Council 1st Annual Shoe Drive 

May 7-11:  Education Week 

Wednesday, May 9:  Gr. 3 & 4’s to Bill Mason Centre (a.m.) 
Friday, May 11:  Gee-Gees Sport Camps (various classes) 
Friday, May 11:  JK/SK invite parents (11:30 a.m. and 2:45 p.m.) 
Wednesday, May 16:  Soup Day 
Friday, May 18:  Pizza Day 
Monday, May 21:  Victoria Day (No school for students) 
Tuesday, May 22:  School Council Meeting (5:30-7:00 p.m.) 
May 29, 30 and 31:  Grade 3 and 6 students write EQAO Provincial Testing 
Wednesday, May 30:  Soup Day 
 
Monday, June 4:  JK/SK to Experimental Farm 

Tuesday, June 5:  Friday Schedule 
Tuesday, June 5:  Grade 6 Group Photo (p.m.) 
Wednesday, June 6:  Soup Day 
Thursday, June 7:  School Barbecue (more info. to follow) 
Thursday, June 7:  Grade 3 & 4 students to Upper Canada Village 
Friday, June 8:  Professional Activity Day (No school for students) 
Wednesday, June 13:  Grade 6 students visit Glashan 
Wednesday, June 20;  Soup Day 
Wednesday, June 20:  Volunteer Tea (more info. to follow) 
Thursday, June 21:  Summer Solstice Indigenous Festival (Grades 1-6 attend) 
Tuesday, June 26:  Report Cards go home 
Wednesday, June 27:  JK/SK Play and Graduation 
Thursday, June 28:  Last day of school for students 
Friday, June 29:  Professional Activity Day (No school for students) 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 


